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ODOT budget request 
reaches all-time high 


Commission approves, 
Governor to review 


A record ODOT budget request 
of $1 billion-plus for the 1981-83 
biennium--a 9.26 percent increase 
over the current biennium--has 
been approved by the Transporta- 
tion Commission and forwarded to 
the Executive Department for its 
review. 

Gov. Victor Atiyeh is scheduled 
to go over parts of the depart- 
ment’s budget request with ODOT 
administrators on Oct. 16. 

Finance Branch Manager Joe 
Christian termed the ODOT 
budget request “conservative. ’’ 

“The 9.26 percent is well within 
the allowable increase for infla- 
tion,’ he said. 

The new ODOT request is for 
$1,040,204,000, as compared with a 
total legislatively-approved budget 
of $952,079,000 during the 1979-81 
biennium. 

The department will seek a total 
of 36 new full-time positions, most 
of themin Motor Vehicles . 

Aeronautics Division: Request 
is for $6,390,000--up 95.71 percent 
over the current biennium, due to 
an increase of $800,000 in the Fed- 
eral Aid to Municipalities program, 
and an increase of $1.6 million in 
Capital Construction. 

Central Services: Request is for 
$23,049,000--an increase of 17.35 
percent over the current biennium. 
The unit will request about 22 few- 
er full-time positions than in the 
current budget; most positions are 
being transferred to the Highway 
Division. 


Youth litter patrol crew at work alo 


Highway Division: Request is 
for $890,880,000--up 6.62 percent 
from the current budget. The divi- 
sion will seek an additional 24 full- 
time positions. 

Motor Vehicles Division: Re- 
quest is for $51,283,000 up 33.73 
percent over the present budget. 
The increase includes $4.7 million 
to implement a Remote Drivers 
License Issuance System, and $1.6 
million to fund an anticipated 5 
percent workload increase. The di- 
vision will seek about 37 new full- 
time positions. 

Parks and Recreation Division: 

Request is for $42,978,000--up 
9.53 percent from the present 
budget. The budget shows a reduc- 
tion of eight full-time positions. 

Public Transit Division: Request 
is for $25,624,000--up 61.58 percent 
over the current budget, mainly 
due to inclusion of $14.4 million for 
the state’s share of the Banfield 
Transitway Project. The division 
will seek 3.75 new full-time posi- 
tions. 


ODOT “upfront” 


manager. 


ODOT budget proposals, as shown by Joe Ch 
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Bond sale relieves current cash flow 


Why did the department sell $15 
million in bonds in September, at a 
time when the interest rate might 
be uncomfortably high? 

Answer: To avoid a cash flow 


- problem caused by ODOT’s par- 


Pe 


ng 


ticipation in construction of the 
new Justice Center in downtown 
Portland. The new center was 
needed to replace Rocky Butte Jail, 
which lay in the path of 1-205. 
Result: A pleased and sur- 
prised Commission accepted an in- 


Pe 


1-205, near Milwaukie. 


terest rate of 6.8902 percent, well 
below the ‘‘seven percent or 
higher’ that Chairman Tony Yturri 
said he had expected. 

The favorable interest rate was 
due, in the main, to the bonds be- 
ing short-term. They will be repaid 
in four years. 

ODOT is carrying the “upfront” 
construction costs for the Justice 
Center, with repayment, plus inter- 
est, by Multnomah County when 
the structure is completed in about 


Youth Litter Patrol: ajob well done 


The Highway Division’s youth lit- 
ter patrols picked up about 650 
tons of roadside litter this summer, 
according to Jack Bryan of the 
Maintenance Branch. 

They averaged about 54 tons, 
and 5,400 litterbags per week. 

More than 350 youths, age 16 
through 20, were hired to work 
during two six-week cleanup 
periods this summer. Two hundred 
were girls. 

They were hired as Conservation 
Aides, and were paid with revenue 
received from the sale of custom 
license plates. 

One crew will remain on duty all 
year in the Portland area, and sev- 
eral special crews will be hired for 
One week during spring vacations. 

“This is a great program for both 
the youngsters and the state,’ 
Bryan said. ‘It provides meaningful 
summer jobs for the kids, and 
frees-up our maintenance people 
to handle the more-involved 
chores.’ 


three years. 

ODOT’s actual share of the $50 
million building is about $34 mill- 
ion, with $31 million coming from 
federal Interstate funds, and $3 
million from the Highway Fund. 

Sale of the bonds relieves the 
Highway Division’s cash flow prob- 
lem, and enables the division to 
fund several critically-needed high- 
way projects around the state, ac- 
cording to Larry Rulien, executive 
assistant to the state highway en- 
gineer. 
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Once again Oregon voters will 
be asked to approve a 2-cent in- 
crease in the state gas tax. Measure 
4 on the November election ballot 
also increases truck weight fees 
enough to keep parity between 
cars and trucks. This measure, if 
passed, would bring in about 
$22,000,000 for state highways, 
about $6,700,000 for county roads, 
and about $4,000,000 for city streets 
each year. 

Inflation in all areas of our econ- 
omy continues to erode the 
amount of work the department 
can do. For example, in 1970, it cost 
us about $42,000 a mile to overlay a 
highway. In 1980, that cost av- 
eraged $223,000 a mile; over five 
times as much. And there has been 
no increase in the gas tax since 
1967. License plate fees haven’t 


Director’s Corner 


FRED KLABOE 


VIA 


been increased since 1949. 

Because there have been in- 
creases in miles traveled since 
1970, income to the highway fund 
has increased 43 percent over this 
period. However, costs, in great 
part spurred by the great increase 
in asphalt prices for overlays and ~ 
patching work, have increased 195 
percent over the same period. 

During the past year and a half, 
there has been a real dollar de- 
crease in gas tax and license plate 
revenues. 

During the last legislative ses- 
sion, additional funds were pro- 
vided by eliminating State Police 
from the highway fund. Oregoni- 
ans made that permanent in May 
by passing a constitutional amend- 
ment. This was a real help and 
enabled the department to slowly 
begin to reverse the trend of a de- 
teriorating and aging system. For 
instance, in 1978 about 58 percent 
of our system was rated poor or 
very poor. A new survey just com- 
pleted shows marked improve- 
ment with 46 percent of the system 
now listed in these categories. 

But, if we are to continue this 
trend, we need the additional 
funds provided by Ballot Measure 
4. 

Passage of the measure would 
increase the average car Owner’s 
taxes by about $13.34 a year. 

None of us can do anything to 
work for or against this measure or 
any other measure or candidate 
during working hours. But we are 
free to exercise our political rights 
as citizens after work. 
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jILetters to tine Ihcdlitor 


To the ODOT staff: 


Thank you all, not only for the 
beautiful spray at the memorial 
service, but also for the pleasure 
Glenn had in his work with you. 


Helen (Mrs. Glenn L. Jackson) 
Medford ,Oregon 


CHOW Oyo 
Dear Fred (Klaboe): 


This is to express our appreciation 
to the Oregon Department of 
Transportation for the assistance 
rendered on three occasions re- 
cently by personnel of the Highway 
Division’s Bend Maintenance 
Shops to our department. 

During early August, two of the 
specialized heavy capacity scale 
test trucks operated by our 
Weights and Measures Division ex- 
perienced mechanical failures 
which put them out of service in 
Deschutes County. In addition, 
one of the test units also de- 
veloped an electrical problem in its 
test weight handling system. On all 
three occasions, shop foreman Roy 
Landis and maintenance personnel 
in the Bend Highway Shops went 
out of their way to assist us in get- 
ting these much needed test trucks 
back in service with minimum 
downtime. : 


The cooperative spirit and “can. 


Senate Republican Lea 


do” attitude exhibited on these oc- 
casions by the personnel in your 
agency have saved the Department 
of Agriculture, the State of Ore- 
gon, and the people we serve con- 
siderable time, inconvenience and 
money. At a time when our agency 
budgets are shrinking, it is refresh- 
ing to find a helping hand still wil- 
ling to reach out and render assist- 
ance. 


Sincerely, 


Leonard Kunzman, Director 
Department of Agriculture 


ChOWOn 
Dear VIA: 


| want to express my apprecia- 
tion to the State Highway Division 
for your prompt and satisfactory 
response to the problem involving 
the Dayville School District 16) in 
Grant County. 

The Grant County folks are as 
appreciative as | am. 

Region Engineer W. E. Schwartz 
and District Engineer Dale Hiatt 
were both most helpful in realiza- 
tion of a speedy solution. 

Again, my hat is off to you for a 
job well done. 


Sincerely, 


Robert F. Smith 
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Vigorous repaving efforts during 
the past year have substantially im- 
proved the overall condition of the 
state’s 7600-mile highway system, 
according to the Highway Divi- 
sion’s latest preservation study re- 
sults. 

Bill Tebeau, operations planning 
engineer, said evaluation of pave- 
ment inspections made this spring 


rated mileage dropped from 58 
percent of the state highway sys- 
tem two years ago to 46 percent at 
present. 

The survey results reflect the in- 
tensive repaving program that be- 
gan in April of 1979, following the 
destructive winter of 1978-79. More 
than $67 million has been con- 
tracted to repave 484 miles so far, 
said Tebeau, and another 66 miles 
are scheduled for repaving at an 
estimated cost of $29 million be- 
fore the end of the biennium. 

Results of the latest pavement 


_ salary of then 


Road conditions are better; 
but repaving must continue 


CHANGES IN ROADWAY CONDITION MILES 


PERCENT OF TOTAL STATE SYSTEM IN EACH CONDITION 


Early biennial reports of the Oregon State Highway Commission | _ 
listed each employee’s salary, a practice that was discontinued in the | 
mid-1940s. This page from the 1941-42 report includes the two-year _ 
tate Highway Engineer R. ‘aa 
BS ag, ee apc ee Oost eb ey: 


1978 1980 


condition survey mark a break with — 
previous trends toward deteriora- — 
tion of the highway system. The — 
pavement statistics will be com- _ 
bined with investigations of bridge — 
and operating conditions now 
underway in the 1981 update of the 
highway preservation study to be | 
published in January. Bas 3 3, 
_ Funding for the recent r 


ecifical 


ep 


the current biennium for “rehabili- 
tation and safety improvements on — 
existing highway surfaces and 
structures.” J ; 

Larry Rulien, executive assistant | 
to the state highway engineer, said 
that revenue shortfalls caused by _ 
declining state gas tax collections 
and federal cutbacks will prevent 
the full amount from being spent, 
but he anticipates that a total of a 
least 550 miles will be under con 
tract by next June. 
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Immel will 
spearhead 


rail project 


Ed Immel, former transportation 
specialist for the Public Utility 
Commissioner (PUC), has been 
named Manager of the Willamette 
Valley Rail project. 

He will continue the work of 
Jack Graham, who had been 
responsible for coordinating and 
spearheading the project. Graham 
has taken on other special assign- 
ments for ODOT, but will continue 
to assist Immel in the handling of 
capital expenditures for the rail 
project. 

Immel, 37, is considered by 
many as a “‘rail buff.“ He says his 
real interest in trains began when 
he became operations and market- 
ing director for the Freedom Train 
from 1974-76. He served as the 
“advance person“ for the 138 stops 
made by the train throughout the 
UWS: 

He became a transportation 
planner for Multnomah County in 
1977, and later moved to PUC. 


Ed! Iimmel 


Immel grew up in Portland, and 
received B.S. and M.S. degrees 
from Portland State University. He 
served two years in Vietnam on the 
commanding general’s staff. He 
then taught geography for two 
years at Madras High School, and 
for two years at Wiesbaden High 
School in Germany. 

He and his wife Rachel live in 
Portland. 


“Express” trains on time 


During the first month of opera- 
tion, the Willamette Valley Express 
trains have been on time 97 per- 
cent of the time. 


“And that means not even one — 


minute late,’ says Ed Immel, new 


manager of the Willamette Velie 
© RR "Soper is one 


_of the most important goals .’ 

The two northbound trains have 
been late arriving in Portland only 
three times, for a total of 15 min- 
utes. The two southbound trains 
have been late arriving in Eugene 
three times, for a total of 18 min- 
utes. Two of those were deliberate 
in order to wait for transfer passen- 
gers arriving in Portland on the 
westbound Pioneer. 

Immel credits Southern Pacific 
Company for this record. He also 


Like typewriter 


praises the crew members for their 
courteous treatment of passen- 
gers. A recent passenger survey 
shows that most respondents com- 


-mented on the pleasant attitude 


and efficient service of the crews. 
Ridership on the four trains has 
averaged =2153 passengers per day 


since the. opening run on Aug. 4. 


‘‘We are planning some 
schedule changes which should re- 
sult in increased ridership,’ Immel 
says. ‘Also, we expect an increase 
when our colleges get underway 
and students are traveling back and 
forth.” | 

“Dependability, courteous serv- 
ice, and practical schedules have 
been early goals,” he says, ‘‘and | 
think we are moving well in that 
direction.’ 


Deaf Oregonians can now use 
visual telephones to call DMV 


Hearing impaired and deaf Ore- 
gonians can now communicate by 
telephone with the Motor Vehicles 
‘Division. 

DMV has received a telecom- 
munications machine (TTY) from 
the Vocational Rehabilitation Divi- 
sion that communicates with the 
speaking and hearing impaired by a 
telephone-activated visual display 
typewriter. 

' The device alerts DMV’s Central 
Inquiry personnel that a person 
with a TTY is calling when the em- 
ployee hears a distinctive beep 
after answering the phone. The 
employee then places the receiver 
on the TTY and types a response. 
__ The machines have been distrib- 
uted to handicapped Oregonians 
by the Vocational Rehabilitation Di- 

vision. Eight machines have been 
placed in state agencies. 

The machine is portable, thus 

allowing it to be taken to another 
; DMV unit Me Raeae a specific 


Telecom machines link hearing-impaired 
peter with” Sgt control Office. be 


Guess-work eliminated 


Aeronautics to use new 
aircraft counting device 


The Aeronautics Division will 
start using a newly created Aircraft 
Activity Counter this month at 21 
Oregon airports. It is a counting 
device that will record aircraft take- 
offs through a sound receiver 
placed near an airport runway. 

A “microphone” connects to a 
transistorized unit that records and 
counts each aircraft as it increases 
power and heads down the runway 
during take-off. 

Experienced listeners can also 
distinguish between single and 
multi-engine aircraft by the engine 
sounds on the tape recordings. 

“Unless an airport has a control 
tower where actual counts are kept 
by control personnel, aircraft 
counts are pretty much a guess,“’ 
says Paul Burket, Aeronautics Divi- 
sion administrator. ‘And, that’s 
everywhere, not only in Oregon.’ 

The new counting device is an 
Oregon product, made by Rens 
Manufacturing Co., in Creswell. 
Rens designed the equipment in 
1977, and have been testing and 
perfecting it at the Creswell air- 
port. 

It has received Federal Aviation 
Administration approval, and will 
be used initially in a joint project 
being conducted by the Oregon, 
Washington, and Idaho HEU 
aeronautics agencies. 

Oregon will use 7 units to cover, 
- 21 airports in three Shilton starting 
this month. 


“This data will be extremely 
helpful not only to our office, but 
to applicants applying for state and 
federal financial grants for airport 
improvements and master plans,“ 
Burket says. 

The equipment was demon- 
strated to the Oregon Aviation Ad- 
visory Committee at its meeting in 
Salem last month. 


Examining hath new aircraft counting 
device are Aeronautics Administrator 
Paul Burket, left, Ed Stanley, chair- 
man of the division’s Aviation Advis- 
ory Committee, right, and Tom New- | 
_ ton, president of the Oregon Pilots — 

Association. bs 


New transit systems ready 
at Newport and K. Falls 


Ribbons will be cut and cham- 
pagne bottles broken this month 
when ceremonies mark the start- 
up of two new public transit sys- 
tems at Klamath Falls and Newport. 

The Basin Transit Service will be- 
gin. operations with four new 17- 
passenger buses in Klamath Falls at 
7 a.m. Monday, Oct. 20. 

Newport Transit Service will start 
about the same time with two new 
19-passenger buses to serve the 
Newport area. 

Public Transit Division planners 
Rick Heitkemper and Lee LaFon- 
taine have been working with local 
officials for more than a year, help- 
ing set up the new systems, arrang- 
ing the financing, and purchasing 
the equipment. 

The systems will make use of 
federal, state, and local funds to 
purchase and operate the buses. 

All buses will have wheelchair 
lifts for handicapped passengers. 
The Newport buses will be unique 
in that they will be the first new 
diesel-powered buses to be pur- 
chased under this cooperative pro- 
gram in Oregon. 

They will all follow fixed routes 
and regular schedules, except one 
of the Klamath buses will be used 
as a Dial-a-Bus. 


Added incentive to visit 


LaFontaine says-Newport transit 
officials feel that the new bus sys- 
tem will offer an added incentive 
for tourists to visit their area. They 
claim that visitors will not be totally 


dependent upon their automobiles 
to enjoy the local attractions. 

LaFontaine is the division’s 
liaison with the Oregon coastal 
area in the handling of public trans- 
it planning matters,’and Heitkem- 
per serves eastern Oregon. 


Pendleton begins 
transit study 


The first steps have been taken 
toward the development of a trans- 
it program for the Pendleton area, 
according to Rick Heitkemper. 

The Pendleton city council has 
approved the hiring of Straam En- 
gineering Co., of Milwaukie, to 
conduct a study of the transporta- 
tion system needs of the Pendleton 
area and its surrounding urban 
fringe. 

The $24,000 study will be financ- 
ed through $19,600 of federal funds 
that were made available by the 
Public Transit Division, and $4,400 
of local matching funds and serv- 
ices. The study will begin in Octo- 
ber with the completed study to be 
submitted prior to June 30, 1981. 

It will assess how Pendleton-area 
residents feel about public transit, 
and what are the transportation 
needs of the community, Heitkem- 
per said. 

Based on the study’s conclu- 
sions, the next step will be the de- 
velopment of a public transit sys- 
tem for the 18,000 persons of the 
area. 
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By: Doug Roberts 
Energy Information Officer 


“Conservation is a good subject. 
We love to talk about it. Dollars 
and energy go together,” said John 
Bond, Highway Division mainte- 
nance service engineer since 1978. 

Bond has been energy conscious 
for many years. The 1973-74 crisis 
made him so, and the fuel shortage 
during the spring and summer of 
1979 reinforced the conservation 
ethic. 

“We've been saving it (energy) 
in a lot of small ways,’’ said Bond, a 
member of the State Energy Man- 
agement Committee (SEMAC). 

Weatherstripping, insulating, 
storm windows, double doorways, 
resetting thermostats, and low- 
speed ceiling fans are all methods 
employed by the maintenance 
department to conserve on electr- 
ical and heating energy. 


John Bond, right, and Ray Leavitt un- 
crate vent pipes for heat circulators. 


While Bond and his staff have 
been successful in their past ef- 
forts, they have a new challenge to 
face in Governor Atiyeh’s directive 
to reduce energy consumption in 
state buildings by 20 percent below 
1976 levels. 

The main portion of the Gover- 
nor’s order is directed at buildings 
greater than 20,000 square feet in 
floor space. Besides the Capitol 


Mall Transportation Building, the 
Highway Division buildings affect- 
ed are the Portland Metro Office, 
East Salem Region 2 Office, Salem 
storehouse, and Salem, Bend and 
La Grande truck shops. The order 
requires energy audits of each of 
those buildings. 

Energy savings should also be 
accomplished by sending Highway 
Division personnel to Department 
of Energy-sponsored training ses- 
sions on how to conduct energy 
audits according to Bond. The au- 
dits--building inspections concern- 
ed with energy waste and ways to 
correct it--should result in measur- 
able savings. Among those already 
trained as energy auditors are Ray 
Leavitt, Dick Berkey, and Joe Hay. 


Every little bit 


While Bond and his staff will 
concentrate their attention on 
those buildings, the smaller build- 
ings operated by the Highway Divi- 
sion will also be considered as part 
of the continuing conservation 
program. The updated energy con- 
servation policy will soon be sent 
to all field offices, Bond explained. 

“Every little bit we save is impor- 
tant. Savings in four or five small 
buildings can equal that for one 
large building,’’ said Bond, a 33- 
year ODOT veteran. 

Bond cited ‘the real progress’ 
and ‘‘good examples” in conserva- 
tion achieved by George Thornton, 
in Medford, Carl Goldsburg, in La 
Grande, and Carl Nelson, Capitol 
Mall Transportation Building. 

A lack of money, however, is an 
impediment to future savings. 

“The budget cuts we’ve had the 
last couple of years prevent even 
more savings,’ Bond said. ‘‘There’s 
a limit to the number of times you 
can turn the thermostats down. 
Some complete new systems are 
required; our Salem truck shop is a 
good example. 

“We could do more except for 
the budget shortage for capital out- 
lay. We need to find ways to save 
money as well as energy. We don’t 
have money to burn either,” he 
added. 


Innovations help Transit 


Two recent innovations in office 
procedures are helping the Public 
Transit Division staff cope with its 
increasing work load. 

A “Policy and Procedures Manu- 
al’‘’ has been completed after a 
four-month effort involving most 
of the division staff members. 

“A lot of the things we do are 
complicated and require detail 
work. This (the manual) will sim- 
plify our jobs,” said Roselyn Kay, 
who is assistant to Administrator 
Dennis Moore. 

Kay did the organizational work 
on the manual, while materials 
were submitted from most of the 
staff. ‘It was Denny’s brainchild,” 
Kay said. 

The manual explains in a step- 
by-step fashion the many policies 
and procedures the Public Transit 
Division staff must follow when de- 


aling with ODOT matters or with 
outside agencies and clients. It also 
contains other labor-saving tech- 
niques, such as form letters for fre- 
quently conducted corre- 
spondence. 

While speeding up office 
processes, the manual will also 
serve as an important training tool, 
said Kay. 

The second innovation for the 
office has been a cooperative effort 
between division secretary Linda 
Walter and Trish Dunn, ODOT rec- 
ords analyst, who have stand- 
ardized the filing system. 

“They were difficult to work 
with,” said Walter of the division’s 
files before the project started. “‘] 
really appreciate Trish’s help in 
clearing up the system. It works so 
well now that anyone in the office 
can use the files.” 
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State’s traffic signals 
keep special unit busy 


The following is part of a series 
describing the different sections and 
functions of ODOT. 


By: John Earley 


Traffic signals on the Oregon 
state highway system are put 
through the wringer before they’re 
put on the line. 

The punishing program of test- 
ing is performed by a special 12- 
man Traffic Signal Services Unit, 
under the supervision of Robert 
(Bob) Judson. The unit is housed in 
a laboratory building on Liberty 
Street in Salem. 


Wee ten 
Bob Judson, lab supervisor, shows 
intricacies of equipment to be tested. 


Judson says that before any traff- 
ic signal is installed on a state high- 
way, it is given an exhaustive five- 
day test by his unit, regardless of 
whether the signal is single or mul- 
ti-phase. His unit is also respon- 
sible for activating all signals on the 
state highway system, and serves as 
a central repair facility for all traffic 
signal control equipment 
statewide. 

Signal equipment which is pur- 
chased under contract must under- 
go the five-day test in Judson’s lab. 
He says manufacturers have de- 
scribed the Oregon lab as the ‘‘best 
in the country,” and are most en- 
thusiastic about having their equip- 
ment tested there. 

In the event of a failure, the 
equipment contractor has five days 
in which to make corrections, and 
if there is a second failure, the item 
is rejected. Judson says manufac- 
turers are most happy to come in 
and make repairs. Because of a re- 


putation for reliability, he says he 
gets many calls from across the | 
country-to see if his lab has tested a 
particular piece of equipment. 

In addition to the unit’s respon- 
sibility for all the lights on the state 
system, it also tests signals for the 
state of Alaska and for some coun- 
ties and cities. Because of special 
skills and equipment required to 
service traffic signals, only a few of 
the larger cities and counties main- 
tain their own equipment. 


Hot and cold 


The five-day test for new equip- 
ment includes 24 hours in a heat 
chamber, another 24 hours in a 
cold chamber, and three days of 
tests on line. In the heat chamber, 
temperatures are run as high as 165 
degrees Fahrenheit, and in the cold 
chamber to a minus 30 degrees. 
The lab has two hot and cold units. 
Four pieces of equipment may be 
checked ‘in each at the same time. 

Judson says a complete file is 
maintained on each signal. The file 
contains the schematics, operation 
manuals, and a photograph of the 
intersection where the equipment 
is installed. Separate files are main- 
tained for maintenance, inspec- 
tions, and diagrams of the intersec- 
tions. 

On contracted equipment, Jud- 
son says, the contractor is only gi- 
ven the cabinet to install. The 
works are installed by Judson’s 


crew, tested and activated. He says 


with the number of units being in- 
stalled today under contract, this is 
a considerable task. 

Traffic signals are in great de- 
mand across the state, and there is 
a large backorder on requests. Jud- 
son says as of July 31 there were 449 
signals on the state highway sys- 
tem. By September, the number 
had increased to 455. 


Traveling repair shops 


In the event of a breakdown, 
response time is critical, Judson 
says. He has 12 people available to 
staff four three-quarter ton vans 
equipped as traveling repair shops. 
The vans carry spare parts, replace- 
ment equipment, testing devices, 
and a work bench. 

Problems come up daily, he 
says, and they always seem to 
occur at high-speed, high-volume 
intersections. The worst problems 
involve accidents which knock out 
a piece of equipment, because it 
takes extra time to put in new poles 
or boxes. 
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Jason Lee Mission uncovered 
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Work continues 
to verify find 


By: John Elliott 


It’s just a “ghost of an idea at 
the moment, but Dr. Leland 
Gilsen, State Historic Preservation 
Office archeologist, has some long 
range thoughts on how to make 
sure the original Jason Lee Mission 
isn’t lost again. 

Gilsen can visualize a lumber 
framework “ghost town’ marking 
the precise locations of the various 
buildings involved at the site, 
located on Willamette Mission 
State Park ground north of Salem. 
If the budget crunch allows, now 
or in the future, he would like to 
see an interpretive lean board ac- 
ross Mission Lake from the site, 
thus allowing visitors to pinpoint 
exactly where the various struc- 
tures stood nearly a century and a 
half ago. 

That pinpointing process is now 
underway -- not at Willamette Mis- 
sion, but in classrooms at Oregon 
State University. It is there that re- 
sults of this summer’s highly suc- 
cessful ‘‘dig’’ are being carefully 
studied in an effort to establish pat- 
terns that will almost surely prove 
precise locations of the various 
buildings that comprised the mis- 
sion, the first Protestant venture of 
its sort west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains. 


“The find is considered the 
most historically significant in 
Oregon. “ 


The Lee party reached the loca- 
tion, a quarter of a mile south of 
the present day Wheatland ferry, 
on Oct. 6, 1834. The mission re- 
mained until 1841 when Lee and his 
associates moved to what is now 
Salem. 


Painstaking recovery 


Although study continues at 
OSU, Gilsen is personally comfort- 
able with findings to date. ‘‘There’s 
probably better than a 99 percent 
chance they’ve got the original Ja- 
son Lee Mission,” he said. 

The find is considered the most 
historically significant in Oregon 
by David Powers, deputy State His- 
toric Preservation Officer and his- 
torical office manager of State 
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_ Willamette Mission State Park. 
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Dr. Leland Gilsen, left, stands by to film the latest discovery while Dr. David 
Brauner and a dig team member converse about an artifact unearthed at 
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und at the Jason Lee Mission dig was uncovered in a precise, scientific manner, and the exact location 


was then marked after transit readings were conducted. 


Parks and Recreation. Others from 
State Parks who worked with the 
project were Elisabeth Potter, ar- 
chitectural historian, and John 
Tess, historian and grants manager. 

The actual dig, completed at a 
cost of $47,722 and paid for by State 
Parks and federal funds, followed 
an extensive literature search, an 
on-site survey which consisted of 
lines of people scouring the area in 
search of hints from the past, and 
test excavations in areas where the 
18-member OSU crew, half paid 
and half in pursuit of college 
credit, felt there was the greatest 
likelihood of success on the basis 
of the earlier search and survey ac- 
tivity. 

Literally thousands of artifacts 
were uncovered during painstak- 
ing recovery operations. Earth was 
gently peeled back and then 
strained through screens by sharp- 
eyed archeologists. Found were 
things such as square nails, ceram- 
ic material, burned clay, pieces of 
metal, door latching mechanisms, 
tiny shards of glass, cobble stones 
that may have been a path or work 
area, slate tablets and pencils. All 
in all, the wealth of material gave 
rise to the optimism of those as- 
sociated with the venture that the 
Jason Lee Mission has, indeed, 
been uncovered. 


é 


Gilsen videotaped significant 
segments of the work, while re- 
cording oral observations of some 
of those involved with the project, 
including Dr. David Brauner, who 
headed the exploration for OSU’s 
archeological field school. Gilsen 
will edit the material for use by 
interested groups or organizations. 
He also is hopeful an interpretive 


Literally thousands of ar- 
tifacts were uncovered during 
recovery operations. “ 


area can be established at park 
headquarters so that visitors can 
see and hear of the search for the 
missing mission. An attempt will be 
made to secure listing on the Na- 
tional Register of Historic Places. If 
successful, development costs 
could then be eligible for 50 per- 
cent federal reimbursement. 

And, of course, he’d like to flesh 
out his ghost town concept eventu- 
ally. 


Survey seeks 
tourist info 


Nearly 600 vacationers in Ore- 
gon were quizzed about their 
travel planning in a series of August 
interviews conducted by ODOT 
Travel Information Section repre- 
sentatives throughout the state. 

The Travel Information Section, 
which is responsible for the state’s 
tourism promotion programming, 
is hoping the survey will yield clues 
as to what influenced vacation 
plans of both non-resident and Or- 
egonian tourists this year. Results 
of the survey will be announced 
later this month and reported in 
the next issue of VIA. - 

Travelers were asked about the 
effects of such possible tourism de- 
terrents as the price of gasoline, 
inflation in general and reports of 
Mount St. Helens’ volcanic activity 
on their vacation planning. One 
question probed the attitudes of 
campers toward Oregon’s non- 
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Word process 
classes held 


A total of 180 ODOT employees 
attended six one-hour-long in- 
troductory sessions on word proc- 
essing held in Salem on September 
9 and 10. 

The sessions were sponsored by 
the department’s Office of the Fu- 
ture Committee. 

Committee chairperson Jean 
Hardin said she felt that the large 
turnout indicated a strong interest 
among employees about current 
and future trends in office equip- 
ment and procedures. 

Each session featured two short 
films on a new, self-contained 
word processing unit, and a laser 
printer/copier. 

Persons attending the sessions 
were asked to complete a ques- 
tionnaire on their knowledge and 
interest in word processing. Hardin 
said a questionnaire tabulation 
showed that more than half of 
those responding had little or no 
knowledge of recent 
advancements made in the area of 
word processing, and over two- 
thirds felt their “section could ben- 
efit by some form of word process- 
ing.” 
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LILY GILLE, ODOT FINANCE 
Revenue Analyst, Salem 


Yes, if the public is made aware 
that the passage of Measure 4 will 


ensure improvements to our state 


highways and airports. To accom- 
plish this, a strong public informa- 
tion program should be imple- 
mented. | believe people will be 
supportive if they understand what 
they will receive for their dollars. 


AL STREICH, HWY 
Maintenance Worker 3, Parkdale 


| give the measure about a 50-50 
chance. | think most people feel 
overburdened by taxes already. 
Other means of financing may have 
to be the answer--even to the point 
of legalizing gambling and dividing 
the revenue between schools and 
highways. 


KATHLEEN GRABSKI, HWY 
Secretary, Milwaukie 


Favorably, because the earlier pas- 
sage in May of Measure 1 
eliminated voter concern about 
Highway Fund money being divert- 
ed to other agencies and non- 
highway programs. Revenue pro- 
vided by the current 7 cent tax is 
decreasing, especially from vaca- 
tion travel. 


Jerry Robertson is VIA’s 
inquiring photographer. 
He selects 
subjects. 
frame the question of the 
month. Answers are edited 
only for length. 


his own 
VIA’s_ editors 


JOE SMITH, HWY 
Maintenance Supervisor C, 
Pendleton 


If the voters are made to under- 
stand that the increase is to be 
used for road repair, and advised 
that the State Police and Parks are 
no longer using out of the Highway 
Fund, it will stand a better chance 
of passing. 

The roads are in such bad shape 
that the public realizes something 
has.to berdone. yu Wak ae 


Hit ee 
init 3 


CHUCK ELROY, HWY 
Resident Engineer, Newport 


World conditions, an election year, 
inflationary commodity costs, in- 
creased property taxes, and well 
maintained highways do not give 
the measure much of a chance of 
passing. 


HAL LYSTER, DMV 
Manager, Fuel Tax Branch, Portland 


Responsible persons who are 
aware of the condition and needs 
of our highway system and the 
problems of financing it will vote 
yes. But, past history and current 
economic and inflationary trends 
tell me that our tax-wary voters will 
emphatically say no again. 


SANDY FRASER, HWY 
Heavy Equip. Mechanic 2, Bend 


| don’t think the voters will ap- 
prove the measure. Historically, 
they have voted against a gas tax 
increase. With the high cost of 
gasoline and overall inflationary 
conditions, it will most likely be 
voted down again. 


LARRY MACNAB, HWY 
Metro Business Mgr., Portland 


| am afraid that because of the high 
cost of gasoline the voters will re- 
ject measure 4 by a 60-40 margin, 
unless a lively and positive multi- 
media pro measure 4 campaign is 
started immediately. It should 
stress ODOT accomplishments and 


responsible handling of public — 


funds. i ; 


LYLE HOWELL, HWY 
Maintenance Worker 3, 
_Klamath Falls 


| definitely feel that the voters will 
have a negative reaction to the 
measure, mainly because of the 
high prices they are already paying 
for gasoline. 1 think they would 
react that way to any measure cal- 
ling for a tax increase at this time. 


SAM GRIGGS, AERO 
Assistant Administrator 
for Education, Salem 


Highway users are seeing auto- 
mobile traffic decreasing, truck 
traffic increasing, and general high- 
way conditions below acceptable 
standards. Aircraft owners will be 
entitled to an annual fuel tax re- 
fund, so will not be affected by the 
proposed increase in the long run. 


In view of these facts, | believe the _ 


voters will respond favorably this 
time. ye 


CANDID COMMENTS 


Measure 4 on the November general election ballot proposes a two-cent per 
gallon increase in the state gasoline tax and for aviation fuel, plus a 14 
percent average increase in the weight/mile fee for trucks. How do you think © 
the voters will respond? 
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Moving up > 
the ranks 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


The following employees re- 
ceived promotions recently: 

Peter D. Bond, Public Recreation 
Technician (PRT) 1 to PRT 2, Salem. 

Kathleen Carter, Research Anal- 
yst 3 to Planner 2, Salem. 

Roger L. Christensen, Engineering 
Technician (ET) 1 to ET 2, Portland. 

Charles Clausen, Highway 
Maintenance Worker (HWM) 2 to 
HMW 3, Chiloquin. 

Jason L. Donnelly, ET 2, Mil- 
waukie, to Highway Engineer 1, 
Portland. 

Lucy H. Dworschak, Clerical 
Assistant to Clerical Specialist, 
Salem. 

William M. Lawrence, HMW 2 to 
HMW 3, Sweet Home. 

Daniel Lucas, Park Aide to Park 
Ranger 1, Harris Beach State Park. 

Donald Spencer, Park Aide to 
Park Ranger 1, Umpqua Lighthouse 
State Park. 


Deena Brugnoli, Motor Vehicles - 


Rep. (MVR) 1, Coos Bay, to MVR 2, 
Coquille. 

Cathrin Warby, MVR 1, Coos Bay, 
to MVR 2, Coos Bay Van 

Kathi Winters, MVR 1, Gladstone, 
to MVR 2, Burns 

Wayne Earnshaw, MVR 2, 
Eugene, to MV Office Mgr. A, Cot- 
tage Grove 

Ken Smith, MVR 2 to MV Office 
Mgr. A, Coos Bay Van ; 


Tebeau to teach 


Division offers training for 


A program for the training of 
non-registered engineers, with the 
goal of having them gain registra- 
tion as professional engineers, was 
recently announced by State High- 
way Engineer H. Scott Coulter. 

‘Within the’ next ten years, we 
expect a big turnover in division 
personnel, particularly in the 
higher echelons, because of the 
age factor,’’ Coulter said. ‘“When 
these positions become available, 
we would like to have qualified en- 
gineers in our ranks ready to step 
in and take over. Otherwise we will 
have to go outside and recruit.’ 
Most ODOT engineering posi- 


Bill Tebeau 


vo, 


Peter Bond 


tions beginning with HE 6 and 
above require registration, he said, 
and indications are that in the fu- 
ture the registration requirement 
may go even lower. 

An ad hoc committee was re- 
cently appointed by Coulter to 
study the manpower needs of the 
division during the 1980s. This 
committee recommended a pro- 
gram that would assist employees 
in passing the engineers-in-training 
(EIT) exam, the first step toward 
becoming a registered professional 
engineer. In the past, unofficial 
programs have been offered, but 
usually these were limited to those 
living in the Portland, Salem and 
Roseburg areas. 

Approval has been given, Coul- 
ter said, to initiate a program which 
will offer a two-week session com- 
mencing in January 1981. It will ac- 
commodate approximately 20 em- 
ployees. This will be followed by 
another session in February. Each 
group will return that October for a 
one-week refresher course prior to 
taking the EIT exam in November. 

All expenses will be paid by the 
division, with the exception of per- 
sonal reference materials and texts. 
Plans call for the sessions to be 
held in the Conference Center at 
Silver Falls State Park. 

William Tebeau, operations 
planning engineer, will serve as in- 
structor. He will be assisted by 
other registered professional en- 
gineers in the division. 


We'll always 


remember... 


VIA regrets to announce the 
deaths of the following ODOT em- 
ployees: 

Paul E. Nelson, 64, who worked 
more than 20 years with Highway 
Division before his retirement due 
to disability in 1967, died August 
2 

Nelson began with the Highway 
Division as a draftsman in 1947 and 
worked as a civil engineer before 
his retirement as a Highway En- 
gineer 3. Nelson was a U.S. Army 
veteran from World War Il. 

The family suggests remember- 
ances be contributed to the Mul- 
tiple Sclerosis Society. 

Dean N. “Buster Mann, Jr., 45, 
who served 27 years in the Highway 
Division before his recent retire- 
ment due to disability, died August 
31; 

Mann first worked for the divi- 
sion on a paving crew in Tillamook. 
At the time of his retirement he was 
a Highway Maintenance Worker 3 
stationed at Government Camp. 

William Clay Linebaugh, 64, who 
retired last year after 18 years with 
the Highway Division, died Sept. 14 
of a heart attack. 

Linebaugh started with the divi- 
sion in 1961 as a maintenance 
worker on the bridge crew at 
Grants Pass. He was a HMW 3 
working on the District 8 bridge 
crew out of Grants Pass at the time 
of his retirement. 

Malcolm L. Page, 59, who served 
42 years with the Motor Vehicles 


"registration’ 


Invitations have been sent to all 
non-registered highway engineers 
in grades 5, 4 and 3 to apply for the 
program. A special committee will 
review all applications, and make 
recommendations to Coulter, who 
will then make the final determina- 
tion on who will attend. 

Depending upon the response, 
Coulter said, additional sessions 
will be offered in succeeding years, 
with invitations possibly being 
offered to Highway Engineers 2 and 
itt 


Miller and Hart 
pass EIT exam 


In addition to the five employees 
listed in VIA last month as having 
passed the engineers-in-training 
examination are Denis Miller, HE 2 
in the Salem Design Section, and 
Lawrence Hart, HE 2 in Field Con- 
struction, Portland. 

The EIT examination is the first 
step toward certification as a pro- 
fessional engineer. 


Correction 


On the candid comment page in 
the Sept. issue of VIA, a picture of 
Milwaukie Weighmaster Charles 
Parker appeared with the comment 
of Ed Hinderer, Motor Vehicle Rep- 
resentative at Tillamook. VIA re- 
grets this error. 


Division, died of cardiac arrest on 
Sept. 4 in a Salem hospital. 

Page started with the division in 
1938 as a messenger in the mail 
room. He rose through the ranks, 
holding positions including super- 
visor of vehicle registrations for six 
years, and manager of the Eugene 
field office from 1965-69. Most re- 
cently he was a program coor- 
dinator in the Salem office. 

As one close associate said, ‘Mal 
was a walking historian for Motor 
V--irreplaceable.’ 


Malcolm Page 


Retirements 


The following Department of 
Transportation employees retired 
recently: 


Dorothy Ackerman, DMV Files 
and Records/Correspondence 
Manager, Salem; 29 years. 


Robert H. Sargent, Highway Divi- 
sion Engineering Tech. 3, Salem; 27 
years. 
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By: Vickie Rocker 
Metro Information Officer 


Boredom has never been a seri- 
ous factor in the life of Ted Spence. 
He’s moving so fast, it can never 
catch up. 

Spence, policy and planning 
coordinator for ODOT’s Metro 
Branch, has tackled many jobs and 
met many interesting people dur- 
ing his career. 

Affable, gregarious, outgoing 
are all adjectives that suit Spence, 
whose sense of humor finds a 
bright side to every experience. 


whole process just didn’t seem 
worth it,” he says. 

Instead, he switched fields and 
went to the University of Oregon in 
1964 for graduate work in counsel- 
ing. He was then hired by the Ore- 
gon State Employment Division as a 
youth counselor in a job oppor- 
tunities center in North Portland. 

“My counseling job didn’t pay 
much, so | worked on the side sell- 
ing women’s shoes and teaching a 
course in basic service station 
mechanics at Benson High,’’ 
Spence says. 

“Actually, | enjoyed the shoe 
sales bit. | got a kick out of analyz- 


“Then | just dropped out. The whole process just 


didn’t seem worth it” 


The way that Spence became in- 
volved in transportation is typical 
of him. 

“Things just happened that 
way,” he says. “I just kept falling 
into situations.” 

The first of those ‘situations’ 
opened up when he left his home 
in Everett, Washington, to attend 
the University of Idaho. While 
working on a bachelor’s degree in 
political science, Spence landed a 
job driving construction equip- 
ment. 

“| got to drive around in all that 
big stuff like you see working now 
on 1-205, and | just loved it,’ he 
says. 

Following graduation in 1962, 
Spence went to Seattle as a buyer 
for Boeing with the Minuteman 
Missile Project. “It was a fun job, 
but it disappeared with the com- 
pletion of the Minuteman pro- 
gram,” says Spence. 

Spence once again returned to 
school, this time to the University 
of Alabama on a master and docto- 
rate fellowship in public adminis- 
tration. It was 1963 and the civil 
rights movement was heating up 
the South. 

“| wrote the first paper at Alaba- 
ma on racial equality. It was on the 
Alabama Supreme Court for a con- 
stitutional law class,’’ he explains. 
“It was an interesting project and | 
met some fascinating people, but 
that paper sure didn’t make me 
very popular.” 

He stayed at Alabama all through 
the master’s program, completing 
everything up to his oral exams. 
“Then | just dropped out. The 


ing people.! prided myself on my 
ability to spot the serious shopper 
versus the ‘looker’ the minute she 
walked through the door.” 

Neither shoes nor counseling 
stuck though, and soon transporta- 
tion was back in his life with an 
opportunity to join the manage- 
ment intern program of the U.S. 
Maritime Administration. 

“They weren’t looking for a spe- 
cialist. The whole idea was to give a 
broad spectrum of experience,” 
says Spence of the Maritime 
Administration’s on-the-job pro- 
gram. 

The program included an inten- 
sive two weeks at King’s Point 
Academy in New York, and several 
trips to Capitol Hill to learn nation- 
al politics first hand. Spence even- 
tually headed the Container Sec- 
tion, where he worked to stand- 
ardize shipping containers and the 
equipment used to handle them. 
The job sent him to Germany, Eng- 
land, Japan, Switzerland, and virtu- 
ally all over the United States. 


One of Spence’s fondest 
memories concerns serving as a 
staff member to the Governor’s 
Task Force on Transportation, and 
working with Tom McCall, Glenn 
Jackson, Neil Goldschmidt, and 
Mel Gordon. 

In 1976, Spence was transferred 
to Metro Branch as policy and plan- 
ning coordinator. He soon became 
involved in the beginnings of the 
Banfield Project, putting together 
the Interstate Transfer Fund pro- 
jects, and developing the Interim 
Transportation Plan. Spence says 
he feels a great deal of pride in the 
number of projects that ODOT has 
developed that are now becoming 


“..the future will see more park-and-ride /ots, transit 


Stations, and preferential bus lanes.” 


In 1968, Spence returned to the 
Northwest to work as a transporta- 
tion specialist for the Port of Port- 
land. One year later, he joined 
ODOT as planning coordinator for 
then-Director John Fulton. 

“Fulton was the first in a series 
of interesting people I’ve worked 
with here at ODOT,” Spence says. 
“He was a hard worker with very 
realistic expectations.” 


realities. 

“1 think this agency has done a 
heck of a good job with planning, 
design, environmental, pro- 
gramming--the whole process.“ 

Working with the Metropolitan 
Service District (MSD), Tri-Met, 
and all the local jurisdictions has 
kept Spence moving fast. ‘This in- 
volves both selecting projects and 
figuring out how to fund those pro- 
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jects. | see my job as one of gaining 
a consensus of what we’re going to 
do in this region for transporta- 
tion,” he explains. 

Spence admits to having some 
worries about the future. It’s going 
to be a new era, he predicts, and — 
the challenge will be ne oe new 
funding sources. 

“We're going to be faced with 
complex air quality and energy 
problems here in this region, and 
it’s going to require a whole new 
consensus,’ says Spence. 

He is confident Metro will con-— 
tinue to emphasize implementing 
transit. 

“We're heavily involved now in 
the Banfield and Westside Transit- 
way projects, and the future will 
see more park-and-ride lots, transit 
stations, and preferential bus 
lanes. Transit and rideshare are 
critical to keeping the highways 
working.“ 

It is no longer by “accident” that 
Spence is working in transporta- 
tion. He is hooked on the field and 
thoroughly enjoys his job. 

His days are usually hectic, with 
too many meetings, a phone that 
won't stop ringing, and the con- 
stant funding worries. But, they are 
never boring. 


Retirees let us know what’s happening 


WALDO LARSON, 4520 Meares, 
Tillamook 97141. Retired 1979. 

Waldo reports that after all those 
years as a park ranger at Cape 
Lookout State Park, he finally got 
his chance to be a movie star. 

He spent most of July as an “‘ext- 
ra’ in the filming of ““Fast Walking’ 
at the old territorial prison in Deer 
Lodge, Montana. He played the 
part of a convict, which he said was 
a real switch from his role as a state 
park ranger. 

ESTHEL BENNER, 1221 Fairmount 
S., Salem 97302. Retired 1968. 

Esthel is still busy at horseshoe 
tournaments, piano and organ 
playing, steelhead fishing, and 


stock market ‘‘dabbling,‘’’ but is 
phasing out his occasional Reno 
“vacations.” 

In April 1979 during a Tacoma 
horseshoe tournament, Esthel 
dropped dead of a heart attack. 
Instant CPR, a nearby hospital 
emergency room, and a triple by- 
pass heart operation followed. 
Within four months he was back 
pitching shoes and winning tourna- 
ments. 

He’s a member of NHPA (Na- 
tional Horseshoe Pitching Assoc.) 
and one of the best Class B pitchers 
around, 

“Dead ringer’’ has a special 
meaning to Esthel. He learned later 


that the last two shoes he threw 
prior to his heart attack were ring- 
ers. 

CLARENCE A. MACOMBER, 7336 
Grand Oaks Blvd., Citrus Heights, 
CA 95610. Retired 1960. 

Clarence says he enjoys reading 
VIA every month--helps to keep 
him in touch. He was a long-time 
highway maintenance foreman at 
Arlington. 

He moved to CA twelve years 
ago to enjoy the warm winters. He 
lost his wife last year, but lives 
within 100 miles of his children. At 
85, he says he has slowed down a 
little, but still feels good and eno): 
raising a small garden. 


EDMUND (ED) MEOLA, 3864 
Spring St. South, Salem, 97302. Re- 
tired 1970. 

Ed says he has just finished a 
three-year project, compiling a 
biography on his brother. ‘‘It’s kept 
my nose glued to my typewriter for 
three years. The project finally 
came to a conclusion recently to 
the satisfaction of both of us.“ | 

The biography covers Ed and 
Tom Meola’s lives from the time 
they were growing up in a Newark, 
N.J., tenement through Tom’s 
career with the Radio Corporation 
of America. 

Sorry, reports Ed, the 600-page » os 
bio is not for sale. 


